
April/May 2002 SUMMER
HOURS
As of April 8th

Monday – Friday
7:30 – 5:00

Saturday 
7:30 – 2:00

We will be closed Monday, May 27th 
for Memorial Day

Visit us online at www.randlumber.com for Specials • Estimates • Product Information

Books at Drake Farm ... The Story Continues
Just look for the biggest yellow barn

around and chances are you’ll locate
Drake Farm on Lafayette Road in      

North Hampton, NH, home to Books
at Drake Farm Antiques and Gallery. The
historic 19th century barn offers two floors
of books, magazines, art and antiques, in
addition to housing the Seacoast Art
Association shows, and the Seacoast
Academy of Music, who serves up a free
concert on the first Sunday of every
month from 2-4 p.m.

What Bob Gross and his partner,
Marcia Van Dyke, have created in this
idyllic New England setting is really 

beyond description, meaning you just have
to get over there and see for yourself.
There isn’t a person who won’t find some-
thing to delight in after stepping over the
threshold.

We like Bob’s selection of an old-time
saying to describe their approach to each
and every improvement they set out to
accomplish: “farmer simple.”  It  says it all.
The surroundings have an untouched look
which is an art in itself, or if renovated,
done with great care to restore in strict
keeping to the styles of the day. Seeing as
the days in this place stretch as far back as
the 1800’s (the Drake family traces back to
1715 on this site), walking through this
space is like a journey through history and
an immersion in past craftsmanship. It’s a
delight to all of the senses, right down to
the touch of the worn wood on the stair-
rails that you just know the previous occu-
pants (those gorgeous two-ton cows) had
something to do with.  The livestock may
be gone from this farm, but they’ve left
lasting impressions in each and every 
lively stall-like space.

Shiplap pine is everywhere,
along with original 
floorboards, 
tree nails, 
grain cribs—
it’s a seemingly 
endless 
roving 
through a 
total of 
18 rooms 
of books, magazines, 
furniture, exhibit space, and 
concert/lesson areas.

Bob and Marcia have turned to Rand
Lumber for help with one project after
another since the beginning of their own-
ership here in 1993. They chose Rand
because keeping business personal and
local was important to them, but Bob
mentions it goes much beyond that, citing
more specifics: the incredible 


