
In his 30 years as a custom builder, Tom
DeLong has provided more than one
hundred Seacoast area homeowners

with residences that perfectly suit their
personalities. Throughout this time, he
observes, post and beam structures have
emerged as a popular style that “provides a
nice, natural feeling—a home that lets
people relax.”

Post and beam construction is a simple
and ancient technique—dating back as far
as 4,000 years—that results in a rigid, self-
supporting structure. While post and
beam buildings come in all shapes and
sizes, the style typically utilizes traditional
timber joinery with post and beam rafters.
For example, the timbers might come
together using rugged mortise and tenon
joinery, secured with a wooden peg. 

To bring out the beauty of the timber
wood, beams (and oftentimes the joinery)
are typically exposed. Complimentary
wood choices, such as tongue-and-groove
ceilings, built-in bookshelves, or hard
pine flooring, may also add to the warmth
of a post and beam home.

Using the Nottingham home of Noel
and Sheila Sullivan as an example of his
company’s work, DeLong points out that
time—approximately twelve years—has
aged and mellowed the many exposed
timbers and woodwork. Looking around
with satisfaction, he notes, “Things like this
dent or this checking—they contribute to

the ambience of a typical post and beam.
It’s a very comfortable home.”

Also in the Sullivans’ approximately
4,000-square-foot home (including garage
and game room addition), window
placement and lighting work to marry the
post and beam construction with its
natural outdoor landscape. 

According to DeLong, who has relied
on Rand Lumber as his exclusive timber
provider for many years, the quality of the
timber is critical to ensuring the quality of
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Post and Beam Construction 
Features Quality Timber

SUMMER HOURS
Starting April 1st

Monday – Friday
7:30 – 5:00

Saturday 
7:30 – 2:00

Closed Sunday
As always if you are running late or need to
come in early just call ahead and we will do

our best to accommodate your needs.

We will be closed Monday, May 31st 
for Memorial Day

Continued on back...

Top: Plenty of window access to the outside adds to
the natural feeling of the post and beam. 
Right: Post and beam construction is often character-
ized by large open spaces and cathedral ceilings.



Specials of the Month
RAND’S SALE ITEMS FOR APRIL & MAY 2010

511 Wallis Road
Rye, New Hampshire 03870

(603) 436-4438
Fax (603) 431-3072

ME, NH, MA  1-800-436-4494

Return Service Requested

VISIT US ONLINE
at www.randlumber.com

MOULDING SPECIALS
8770 1 1/16" thick screen moulding

$1.20 L/F (reg. $1.70 L/F. 
Save $ .50 L/F)

Screening stock in Brite Aluminum,
Charcoal Aluminum, & Fiberglass

BILCO BASEMENT DOORS
$95.00 & UP ... several to choose from

SPRING CLEAN UP
Contractor Bags (7 bu) Box of 20 $8.95

30" Extra wide poly rake  $8.99

BARK MULCH
Processed (red) Hemlock  $35/yard loaded

Processed Pine  $29/yard loaded

Raw Pine  $18/yard loaded

Clean Wood Chips  $12.00  yard loaded
(for playgrounds & walkways)

GIGANTIC PINE SALE !!

20% OFF all  PINE ITEMS
with this AD — cash & carry only.

In STOCK material only. 
(Not valid on Special Orders)

WE ALSO HAVE RAND LUMBER
JACKETS, SWEATSHIRTS,

AND OVERALLS

ATTENTION BUILDERS 
& HOMEOWNERS:

If you have a project that you have used
Rand Lumber for and are interested in being
featured in an upcoming Rand newsletter,

please call us at (603) 436-4438

the home. “Before someone told me about
Rand, I had never been able to get that
quality,” he remembers.

Specifically, DeLong is impressed by
the dimensional accuracy of our timbers
and the consistent absence of large knots.
He says, “I’ve never seen it this close; it’s
almost exact. Most mills will have
tolerances that can vary up to an eighth of
an inch, whereas with Rand, we can
count on about a thirty-second of an inch.
This makes it easier to do our notching,
since we don’t have to constantly measure
all our timber.”

We are proud of our ability to live up
to the high standards of successful builders
like Tom DeLong.

Exposed beams combine with the beauty 
of wood details.

Continued from front...
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Come join us 
for our 100th Anniversary
Celebration in September!


